~ ~ SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE ~ ~
Do you pay Georgia Income Tax?  Would you like to know how you can redirect some of your Georgia Income Tax dollars to help students directly?
In 2008 the Georgia Legislature passed House Bill #1133 which permits individual Georgia Income Tax payers and corporate tax payers to redirect a portion of their Georgia Income Tax to scholarships for students who attend private schools.  This Georgia Private School Tax Credit law allows eligible private citizens and corporations to receive tax credits for donations to Georgia Student Scholarship Organizations (SSOs). SSOs will provide student scholarships to parents that will help cover the cost of a private school education for their children in the state of Georgia.
Skeptical?  Please read further…
A donor can specify the private school that is to receive the scholarship donation.  It is up to the private school to determine which student(s) receive the scholarship donations.   Individuals and corporations can make their donations to one or more of the Student Scholarship Organizations approved by the Georgia Department of Education.  All donations must be approved by the Georgia Department of Revenue.  This process is handled by the student scholarship organization.
Almost convinced?  There’s more good information.

According to the Georgia Department of Education there are several approved scholarship organizations that are participating in the Student Scholarship Program.  According to HB#1133, organizations collecting the donations can keep up to 10 percent of the money for administration. They then dole out the money to the schools and the schools decide which students get scholarships.  Listed below are two organizations that GMCA has contacted regarding participation.  Ninety percent of donations to GASSO go to scholarships for the designation school.  Ten percent is kept for administrative costs.   Corporations have committed to covering the administrative costs for Pay It Forward Scholarships; therefore, 100% of all donations to Pay It Forward go to student scholarships.  You are encouraged to check the website of these student scholarship organizations to learn more about each of them.
Georgia Mountains Christian Academy is a participating school with:


Georgia Student Scholarship Organization (GASSO) -http://www.georgiasso.net/

Pay It Forward Scholarships - http://payitforwardscholarships.com/default.aspx
You can learn more about this opportunity by checking out the following web sites:
Center for an Educated Georgia
http://www.educatedgeorgia.org/forssos.aspx
Georgia Tax Credit Program

http://georgiataxcreditscholarship.org/
Georgia Department of Education

http://www.doe.k12.ga.us/pea_policy.aspx?PageReq=PEAHB1133
